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armistice was then arranged until the advance should be made

on Falam.    During  these two months

Negotiations.                    .         ,     AT                 -   ,

that the .Northern Column were waiting

for the advance, friendly relations with the Siyins and some of
the Sokte Chiefs improved daily. Dok Taung, the Chief of Molbem
(called Mobingyi by the Burmans) could not, however, be induced
to surrender, although he had twice left his village for that purpose.
Finally it was arranged that a column should visit the village in
order to enable the Political Officer to meet him. Every precaution
was taken to ensure a peaceful visit, and messengers were sent
on in front to assure the villagers that we would do them no
harm if only they would receive us in a friendly manner. The
column advanced from Fort White on the 28th February
under the command of Colonel Skene, and consisted of fifty men
of the Cheshire Regiment, 150 men of the 42nd Gurkhas, and one
mountain gun. Several imheld stockades were passed, and all went
well until the column was three miles from the village, when the
Daboix Chief met the force and warned the Political Officer not to
advance any further. This advice could of course not be listened
to; the Chins dived into the jungle, and, a few minutes after, a volley
was poured into the column from the hills on the right, at a range
of about 200 yards. A. sharp skirmish resulted, as the troops drove
the enemy out of their position. The column then continued its
march, the Chins keeping up a desultory fire from the bush, and
when the two villages were reached they were found in flames.
Thirty-seven,houses, which escaped the flames, were burnt that
night by the enemy themselves, who avowed that all must suffer
alike. Such was the temper of-the Chins at that time that they
wantonly destroyed all houses which we had passed by and left
untouched. Our losses on this occasion were one havildar and
one private, both severely wounded.

On returning from Molbem, orders were received to advance
on Falam, and the Northern Column, consisting of 350 rifles and
one gun, commanded by Colonel Skene, marched out from Yawlu
on the 9th March. The Southern force advanced from Haka via
Minkin, while Colonel Skene marched via Shinsi and Bwekwa to
Pate.
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